The fact that the Red Army had deployed all available reserves was bound to come to nothing and 
weakened neither the Red Army's armored forces nor the Russian air force in any significant way. Of 
course, these were all just coincidences, too. Enterprise >Zeppelin<. Russian counterintelligence 
>Smersh< was often waiting at the landing site. At a conference in early March 1942, General Walter 
Schellenberg, Chief of SD Foreign Affairs at the Reich Security Main Office, submitted a plan to use 
Soviet prisoners of war for espionage, sabotage, and diversionary operations behind the Eastern Front. 
The conferees, in addition to Schellenberg, were the chief of the General Weapons Office, General 
Reinecke, Heinrich Miller (Gestapo), Erwin von Lahousen (Admiral Canaris' Abwehr), and Kurt 
Matzki of the Army General Staff, whose area of responsibility also included Gehlen's >Foreign Armies 
East<.1-6 In contrast to the intelligence activities of Admiral Canaris's Abwehr and the Abteilung 
"Fremde Heere Ost<, "Unternehmen Zeppelim, which was to be directed by the RSHA's Referat 
VICZ, was to operate far in the enemy's rear. In addition to attacks against militarily important 
communication routes and supply facilities, acts of sabotage and attacks against Soviet state 
functionaries, it was also planned to incite future uprisings among the peoples of the Soviet Union by 
dropping off closed formations of volunteers. The "Zeppelim enterprise" included not only the so-called 
non-Russian peoples, but also used the help of Russians, with special attention to members of 
communist opposition movements and survivors of Stalinist purges. "Unternehmen Zeppelim" was thus 
a joint project of the Reich Security Main Office, the Gestapo, the Abwehr of Admiral Canaris, as well 
as the Department "Foreign Armies East<. This combination seemed to have already laid the 
foundation for the disaster and the downfall of many "Zeppelim" members. The "Zeppelim- 
Kommandos were also located at the individual army groups of the Wehrmacht and worked closely 
with the IcOfficers and the Abwehroffizieren. These individuals, who were often members of the 
resistance, then selected the candidates for the intended subversive activity in the Soviet hinterland. Not 
only former prisoners of war, but also civilians from the occupied Russian territories and exiled Russians 
from Western Europe were used for this purpose. From August 1942, "Unternehmen Zeppelin< 
(abbreviation >UZ<) was in full swing. Three main commands had been formed: "Zeppelin-Nord*, 
>Zeppelin-Mitte< and >Zeppelin-Siid<, which roughly corresponded to the areas of the respective 
German army groups. The >Zeppelin< commands had field commands near the front. In these field 
commands there was close cooperation with "Fremde Heere Ost<. Leaks at "Fremde Heere Ost< 
would thus have had an easy time to cause missions of "Unternehmen Zeppelin* to fail. Already at the 
beginning of 1943 there were about 10000 future task forces in camps and schools, which "Zeppelin* 
wanted to use. One of the largest camps of the >UZ< was located in Smolensk. Thus it becomes clear 
that the German leadership hoped for great things from "Unternehmen Zeppelin*. Plans were drawn 
up for operations against Russian transport links and other objects of war importance hundreds and 
thousands of kilometers from the front. Task groups of 4 to 8 men were usually dropped from aircraft 
by parachutes; direct landings in enemy territory were less frequent. Well-known operations took place 
in Transcaucasia, in the Kalmyk region, in the Urals, on the North Sea near Arkhangelsk, in 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and on the Pechora. In addition to inciting popular uprisings against Soviet 
tule, large, specially equipped "Zeppelin* units were intended to liberate German prisoners of war from 
prison camps and thus increase their fighting strength. One of these enterprises called "Volga Wave* 
was to cover the area from the Urals to the Volga. All important traffic routes between the Urals and 
the front as well as against the heavy industry in the Urals and Siberia were to be destroyed, at the same 
time several Volga bridges were to be blown up in order to interrupt the supply routes of the Russians 
for a longer period of time. To this day, it remains unknown how much of "Unternehmen Wolgawelle* 
could be carried out. Modern authors with access to Russian secret documents like the former MfS 
officer Helmut Wagner then also write that some projects of >Wolgawelle< could be partially realized. 


An admission of success from former socialist sources! Thus one task force got as far as Perm, an 
industrial city on the western slope of the Urals, where it was able to make preparations for attacks on 
the railroad network and industry in Siberia before being destroyed by Russian defenses. Here and there, 
the "diversants" of the IP would have succeeded. Often, however, the Soviet organs of state security 
remained in control of the situation. Often the Soviet defense organs were already waiting for the 
parachutists at the drop zone of the German agent planes. In July 1943, for example, the >UZ< 
operations "Venus I< and "Venus II< were parachuted into the mountains of Tbilisi by a German 
Heinkel He-111. Both missions were quickly arrested by Soviet security forces. A radio match was made 
with the Germans. "Zeppelin" now sent agent group after agent group to Transcaucasia for support, 
dropping them by parachute at designated points. Thus, more than 30 "Zeppelim" men fell into the 
hands of the Soviets in this way; plus several million rubles and tons of weapons and ammunition. The 
German infiltration of Georgia thus ended in treachery. In July 1943, more agents were dropped off in 
the desert of Uzbekistan. According to Wagner, they "immediately surrendered to the militia." In 
Uzbekistan, infiltration had thus failed and was reportedly never attempted again. In early May 1944, 
agents of the "Zeppelin enterprise" flew to Kazakhstan. The Russians knew in advance that an airplane 
was approaching Kujev, a town in Kazakhstan on the Ural River. There was a huge oil field with 
production facilities and other important industrial complexes. The "Zeppelin" detachment, which 
consisted of 14 men, was to use national currents to incite old Bey supporters to a popular uprising. 
After the successful landing of the two groups, the "UZ" members were surprisingly quickly targeted by 
Soviet search parties and were wiped out within a few days. On the night of May 22-23, 1944, a four- 
engine Junkers Ju-290 A-9 of l./KG 200 took off from Zilistea, Romania, to drop off a Kalmyk task 
force. The objective of the 30 Kalmyks, dressed in German Army uniforms and led by a German 
captain, was not only to carry out sabotage operations in the Elista area, but to incite a popular uprising 
of the Kalmyks, who detested Soviet rule. The purpose of these operations in the spring of 1944 was to 
distract the Red Army from its deployment efforts for the coming summer offensive. Although the 
German High Command did not officially know where the Red Army was coming from, it was 
obvious that they wanted to attack on the Russian side!1'2 However, "Unternehmen Salzsee*" was fated 
to be like so many other >ZU< operations in that it was known in advance to Soviet 
counterintelligence. Four Soviet >Hurricane< fighter pilots from the 933rd IAP flew purposefully from 
their air base 270 km away to the Ju-92A-9's remote landing point and destroyed it before it could take 
off again the next morning. Soviet ground troops immediately moved in and not only routed the 
Kalmyk unit, but also captured the German radio operators. They were forced to send radio messages 
home. It so happened that on July 14, 1944, another Ju290 flew to Elista to get the comrades stuck there 
out again. This Ju-290A-4 also fell into the hands of waiting Soviet troops after landing. The captured 
crews of both planes were never to return home. Of the members of the crew of the second Ju-290, it is 
known that all died in Soviet captivity "on the same day" on October 26, 1945, five months after the 
end of hostilities. This can mean only one thing! On July 25, 1944, the crew Leutnant 
Rederer/Oberfeldwebel Lange was to fly from Minsk to HO km northeast of Moscow and dropped a 
Russian major and a German Oberfihnrich there. They were to prepare a landing site there for a 
German transport aircraft. This was to pick up a high-profile agent working in Moscow with 
documents crucial to the war effort. A few days later, a Heinkel He-111 with extra tanks took off from 
Riga to pick up the two downed agents as well as the agent from Moscow.1 When it landed at the 
designated site around midnight, the plane came under heavy fire and at the last second was able to 
escape the fire from the ground as well as the Soviet night fighters already waiting in the air. Again, it is 
clear that treachery had thwarted the mission. On July 26, 1944, the Rederer/Lange crew made another 
attempt from Riga to pick up the Moscow agent in the Orel area. Since the German airmen were afraid, 


they dropped only supplies. On August 2, 1944, the same crew flew supplies for the same agent to an 
area 25-30 km northeast of Moscow. On September 19, 1944, there was the last supply flight. 

Until today it is not clear what special tasks the spy had, what "war-critical messages" the German 
leadership thus missed, and whether the agent still existed at all at the time of the flights. It would also 
be interesting to find out whether the high-ranking agent, who is still unknown today, was also working 
for the Soviets or whether his flying out was thwarted by treachery on the German side. The German 
landing site preparation group probably paid the last bill here. On August 28, 1944, the "Unternehmen 
Mop. Pak. I<. A Ju-290 was to drop twelve heavily armed agents in Soviet uniforms near Chernigov on 
a football-sized meadow that 
was to be marked by three burning logs. Since the Ju-290 was bombarded with machine gun fire from 
the waiting Soviets even as it approached, the mission was aborted. Tragically, on August 31, 1944, 
"Unternehmen Wolf<" came to pass for the dismounted >UZ< soldiers. Ten heavily armed agents 
were to be dropped east of Toropez. The >UZ< members were successfully dropped by a Ju-290. 
Shortly after turning away, however, the crew realized that car headlights were being turned on all 
around the target area and vehicles were slowly rolling toward the agents' landing area to >receive 
them." Again, the mission had been betrayed. Soviet defenses had been expecting the agents. The crew 
reported in the postwar period that it had never been possible to find out in what way the enemy had 
learned of this mission. Attempts to assassinate Stalin also failed.1-3 The 1st / KG 200 mission was to be 
prepared by a three-man group of agents who had been parachuted into the area north of Smolensk. 
Their mission was to check several field airfields used by the German Luftwaffe in 1941 /42 in the 
forests north of Smolensk and Yartsevo and to radio home the best preserved one. Then they were to 
make preparations for the night landing of a transport plane. However, the three men of "Unternehmen 
Zeppelim" allegedly surrendered to Soviet defenses immediately after the jump. According to other, 
more probable, information, they were "received" by the Soviets immediately after landing and turned 
around. The radio operator of the group, under pressure from his headquarters in Riga, now reported 
back that he had landed safely and was in search of a suitable airfield. The Soviets now themselves 
sought out an airfield previously used by the Germans in the Smolensk area and prepared it accordingly. 
Then, on September 6, 1944, a German Arado Ar-232 took off with a team of agents for the planned 
attack on Stalin. However, the Ar232 was forced to change course due to flak and bad weather and 
landed 150 km northeast of the landing site originally planned and prepared by the waiting Russians. On 
the ground of the alternate site, however, the aircraft struck a tree with one wing at about 3 a.m.. The 
outer engine was torn off in the process. The Arado was unable to take off for the return flight. After 
landing, the passengers rode away on a Russian motorcycle. When the Soviets arrived at the Ar-232's 
landing site shortly thereafter, they were able to capture five of the crew members; the sixth, because he 
resisted, was shot. None later returned to Germany. The Germans flew a Ju-88 down the route from 
Riga a day later, on September 7, 1944, to investigate the fate of the mission. The plane returned 
undelivered. The Ju-88's mission must have been unsuccessful if only because the missing crew had 
deviated from the intended course and landed elsewhere. The >UZ< crew, consisting of the Tawrin 
couple, which had been dropped on the ground, first managed to escape on a Soviet-designed sidecar 
bike. However, it fell victim to a Russian patrol just one day later, on the morning of September 7. The 
two intercepted agents were turned over by Soviet counterintelligence >Smersh< and reported to 
>Zeppelin< headquarters in several radio messages until March 1945. In March 1947, the two agents 
were executed. For the rest, it was absolutely clear at KG 200 that the enterprise at Smolensk had also 
failed because it had been betrayed. SS General Schellenberg also noted resignedly in his memoirs that 
"Unternehmen Zeppelim was not carried out to the extent that it lacked transport planes to drop the 
agents, but that the Soviet Abwehr employed a vast number of its people, who dominated and 


undermined the whole Aktion >Zeppelin<. Unfortunately, in his book, which was trimmed by the 
British censors, he did not share who the Soviet moles were at "Fremde Heere Ost< and the Abwehr. 
Successes despite all betrayals The suppressed balance of "Unternehmen >Zeppelin< It is astonishing 
that even many decades after the end of the war so few details about the "Unternehmen Zeppelim are 
known. The details about many failed missions far in the Soviet hinterland have become known from 
postwar reports of the Soviets as well as from a few surviving German pilots of the KG 200. But did 
"Zeppelim really achieve nothing? Here there is conspicuous silence on all sides In the early 1950s, 
General Schellenberg, chief of the SD-Ausland at the RSHA, produced a manuscript for a book that 
would deal with the RSHA's most important clandestine operations.1 However, only those missions 
directed against the Western Allies were published in a heavily censored form. Operations against the 
Soviet Union other than the Tuchachevsky affair remained unpublished. The hot stories about the 
"Zeppelim enterprise disappeared into the armored cabinets of the British Intelligence Service. The 
British paid extraordinarily well for it. Many important personalities at home and abroad, who feared 
embarrassing exposure, were able to breathe a sigh of relief when his doctored memoirs appeared in 
Britain four years after Schellenberg's death. Even in the postwar period, the members of KG 200 
mostly kept their vows of silence and took their information to the grave. Returning German prisoners 
of war, who had to rebuild power plants destroyed by "Zeppelin*commandos, brought back evidence of 
successful "Zeppelin* actions that had been completely unknown until then.1 But even the Soviets, 
against whom "Unternehmen Zeppelim" had been directed, preferred to remain silent, although in June 
1945 they were able to arrest SS Colonel Erwin Stolze, the coordinator of "Unternehmen Zeppelim, in 
Berlin with extensive documentation. Without going into details, however, sources from the former 
GDR admit today: "Some plans of this enterprise could be partially realized. Especially when from 1943 
to 1944 the SD functionary and SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Erich Hengelhaupt was responsible for the 
"Zeppelin enterprise*, he succeeded in some successful actions. "2 What these were will probably never 
be disclosed. However, the Soviets were so outraged by "Enterprise Zeppelin* that even in the post-war 
period a special commando of the feared anti-espionage unit "Smersh* under the later General of 
Counterintelligence Sergei $. Obstryakov was still intensively searching for former persons of 
"Zeppelin* in Germany and Western Europe. Was there a "Red Enterprise Zeppelin*? The 
Significance of Soviet Agent Operations against the Reich 1943-45. Apart from the spy rings that the 
Soviets had already established extensively in Western Europe before the war began, Russian 
intelligence deployed several hundred parachute agents in the rear of the German front.3-5 Among 
them were not only proven Communists, but also German émigrés and defected former members of the 
Wehrmacht. Thus, joint operations of Russian partisans and German emigrants with Polish partisans 
near Radom, but also in the Balkans, have become known. Of military importance was the Slovak army 
uprising that broke out in Slovakia on August 28, 1944. It was triggered by Soviet partisan instructors 
who parachuted over an airfield near Tri Duby in the Low Tatras in early September 1944. Among 
them was Karl Linke, who would later rise to become the first head of intelligence for the GDR's 
National People's Army in the former East Germany. The insurgents were supported by Soviet arms 
shipments. Because they severely threatened rear German communications in the area, the insurgency 
was crushed by quickly assembled German formations. According to Gestapo investigations, probably 
about 50 Soviet agents were dropped by parachute over Reich territory between 1942 and 1944. Of the 
35 parachute agents known by name, only four survived. From the end of 1944, the number of Soviet 
agents dropped by parachute over the eastern parts of the Reich increased by leaps and bounds. From the 
end of 1944, the General Staff of the Red Army led at least 26 scouting groups, whose operational area 
extended from Gdansk to the Upper Silesian industrial area. Some groups were even to operate in the 
future "Western occupation zones." All agent groups were guided by radio and reported their 


reconnaissance results back by radio signal. This was a weak point of the "Red Zeppelin Enterprise." 
While unknown 

is whether these scout groups also conducted combat missions, German radio intercepts and analysis of 
their radio messages at least provided intelligence about focal points and the possible thrust of Soviet 
attacks. In this respect, with the exception of the Slovak uprising, the missions of Soviet agents were of 
dubious utility to the Russian war effort. In any case, many of the so-called "volunteers" of 1945 tried to 
return home as quickly as possible and go into hiding there until after the end of the war. Others, such 
as Colonel Hoger, a Soviet prisoner of war in 1943, had immediately turned themselves in to the 
German authorities and began a new career at the RSHA in radio games with Moscow. Hoger, under 
the German code name "Forstmeister," very successfully delivered misleading material about the 
German transport sector to the Russians beginning on March 12, 1945. "Forstmeister" and other radio 
agents may have contributed to the fact that the Soviets did not move to attack the Oder River until 
April 16, 1945. However, these deceptive missions, which caused time losses and higher casualties 
among the enemy, met with increasing criticism from the "Foreign Army East" department, since the 
fictitious messages also reached their own troops and "could stir up false hopes in them." Since the effect 
of the misleading messages could not be controlled (sic!), Gehlen suggested to the Wehrmacht 
command staff to reduce the radio games to a minimum in order to deceive the Russians! Deliberately 
clueless? The successful Soviet radio game "Operation Berezina" 

aka "Unternehmen Rennstrecke". Without a doubt, "Operation Scherhorn" was one of the greatest 
disinformation and deception successes of the Soviet forces against Germany. From October 1944 to 
April 1945, in elaborate air transport operations, the Germans supplied a suspected German unit of 
2,500 men trapped behind Soviet lines by the Red Army not far from the Berezina River in "Operation 
Bagration." On August 19, a double agent group working for the Russians had reported from Moscow, 
led by the Russian agent "Prestol." "Prestol" had radioed a windy story of the existence of Lieutenant 
Colonel Scherhorn's unit to "Army Group Center. "1-4 Although even here oddities should have 
attracted attention that something could not be true about the story, the 1c of "Army Group Center," 
Colonel Worgitzky, decided to act on the radio message. In it, Scherhorn demanded supplies in order to 
be able to push through to the German lines. When Scherhorn himself radioed the "Heeresgruppe 
Mitte", all justified doubts were dropped and the decision was made to send air supplies. In the 
meantime, the "Abteilung Fremde Heere Ost< had also taken up the matter, and on October 19, the 
commander-in-chief of the Army Group, Colonel General Reinhardt, reported to Adolf Hitler about 
Kampfgruppe Scherhorn. From now on it was ordered that KG 200 should take over the supply of 
Gruppe Scherhorn. Already here a contradiction arises, since machines of KG 200 had dropped supplies 
for the "scattered* behind the German lines weeks before. It was very noticeable that Scherhorn's group 
could not really start moving in the direction of the German lines. Even the required and possible 
direction of airfields for landing was never really tackled, while the Army and Air Force were already 
making preparations for the return of the "Versprengten* with great commitment. However, the 
intended pickup of Gruppe Scherhorn never took place, since its marching capacity was far too small to 
reach the intended pickup sites on snow-covered lakes in Lithuania. The air supply operation ran under 
the code "Unternehmen Rennstrecke*. On February 26, 1945, the execution of "Unternehmen 
Rennstrecke* was taken over by the division "Fremde Heere Ost*. For the conduct of "Unternehmen 
Scherhorn*, the Abteilung "Fremde Heere Ost* had established nine radio stations on March 1, 1945, 
seven of them at Scherhorn itself alone. The ongoing radio traffic ran like clockwork. From the middle 
of March 1945, the SS took over "Unternehmen Scherhorn*" in order to form, if the repatriation of the 
group was not possible, at least a task force from the combat-capable members for the operation behind 
the back of the Soviets.3 In reality, the Soviets had already started "Unternehmen Beresina*" at the end 


of June 1944. Both Scherhorn and his radio operator had fallen into Russian captivity and rather quickly 
agreed to cooperate. For this purpose they got involved in a "radio game* with the "Heeresgruppe 
Mitte*. To confirm the whole thing, after Scherhorn had been recruited, some prisoners of Scherhorn's 
regiment were let go on the instructions of the Russian counterintelligence "Smersh*. They made their 
way to "Army Group North* and confirmed the regiment's encirclement. The "Front Reconnaissance 
Command 103< of the "Foreign Armies East< Division was responsible for securing supplies to 
Scherhorn. In coordination with the Wehrmacht Leadership Staff and in particular with the chief of the 
"Foreign Armies East< Division, General Gehlen, SS-Obersturmbannfihrer Skorzeny worked out a 
plan for an airlift to Scherhorn. It became the "Unternehmen Rennstrecken." It is completely unclear 
why the Germans fell for the Russian deception plan until the end of the war. As early as mid-October 
1944, the German General Staff repeatedly asked Scherhorn to reinforce his unit's retreat toward 
German main battle lines. Scherhorn refused each time. Even a plan worked out by the Germans to pick 
up the unit was altered by Scherhorn's group. Again, there were no queries at all. To help the trapped 
and also to check, German radio operators and scouting parties jumped off from time to time at the 
"Versprengtem. Each time, however, it was reported back to German headquarters that those dropped 
off had either been killed or injured in the jump or would report back later. These alarms of "later 
reporting< would have been sure signs that the jumpers had fallen into the hands of the enemy and 
would report back only after they had been >turned over<. Just as little suspicion was aroused among 
the German Abwehr by Scherhorn's strange radio messages, which did not conform to the Wehrmacht's 
conversational tone, were much too long, and thus would have offered the enemy the possibility of 
homing in on them in any case. The German defense supposedly did not notice this as well as the fact 
that the alleged operational region of Scherhorn's group was located in a partisan area, which could 
never be controlled by the German Wehrmacht even around the time of the German occupation. And 
just there should the cut off Kampfgruppe Scherhorn successfully stay for months? It is equally strange 
that the German radio stations did not ask any control questions to Scherhorn himself. This shows that 
something could not have gone right here on the German side either. Today it can be described what 
the Soviets had intended with this elaborate operation. According to this, the General Staff of the Red 
Army had instructed the Main Administration for Military Intelligence GAU and the 
Counterintelligence >Smersh< to make sure that the Germans should get the impression that they were 
still able to disrupt the Soviet lines of communication and supply by means of trapped units. Stalin's 
intention, according to former intelligence officer Sudoplatov, was "to induce the Germans to attempt 
to dislodge their trapped troops, break through to them, and supply them with supplies in order to trick 
them into spending their forces." This original purpose, however, may have completely lost its meaning 
by the spring of 1945. It may have been more a matter of diverting as much of Kampfgeschwader 200's 
capacity as possible from "Unternehmen Zeppelin< missions during the last five months. After all, the 
supply of the Ukrainian anti-Soviet partisans in Ukraine and the nationalist underground fighters in the 
Baltic states by the German air force was a constant nightmare for the Soviets. The Soviets could not 
have been concerned with the approximately 150 tons of supplies dropped at great expense by the 
Germans at Scherhorn. The Russians captured these in incomparably greater numbers every day during 
the German retreat. While Lieutenant Colonel Scherhorn, who cooperated eagerly with the Soviets, 
was released to the GDR after the war, none of the German soldiers parachuted in at Scherhorn 
returned. This leads to the assumption that these men all either died in Soviet captivity or were killed by 
the Russians. Completely unclear in all this remains, why for many months authoritative gentlemen of 
the Ic-Stelle, the "Heeresgruppe Mitte* and the Abteilung "Fremde Heere Ost* did not want to have 
recognized that "Operation Scherhorn* was a Soviet radio play, which could and should have aroused 
doubts from the beginning. The question is whether there was stupidity, or error, or something else. But 


even SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Skorzeny did not want to admit in 1975 that the other side had fooled 
him so effectively with the help of his former comrade Colonel Scherhorn.1 So it was probably not only 
Scherhorn 

who had betrayed his comrades here. If the normal rules had been observed, "Operation Berezina", 
however pointless it may have been from a military point of view, would have come to an end even 
before it got underway. In the end, a Junkers Ju-290 took off from the Berlin-Tutow airfield on a 
supply flight to the Scherhorn group on the night of April 17, 1945. The supplies were used to drop the 
Knight's Cross awarded to him on March 23 for Colonel Scherhorn (he had been promoted by Hitler in 
the meantime). When the Ju-290 landed at Berlin-Tutow-Siid on the morning of April 18 after 
"successfully completing" this mission, the Soviets were just about to break through the last solid 
German front just a few miles away on the Oder River. "Operation Long Jump* Were Stalin, 
Roosevelt, and Churchill to be abducted in Tehran? In the past, much has been reported, with some 
justification, about the success achieved by the British with their "Operation ULTRA™*. But this was 
only an episode in the tenacious war over the secret codes of both sides. We know today that it was 
possible for the German codebreakers to listen in on the most secret Western Allied communications 
again and again. While eavesdropping on U.S. naval codes, the Germans also found out details about the 
planned conference of Allied leaders in Tehran. In October 1943, the German agent "Cicero* alias 
Elyesa Bazna, personal valet of the British envoy in Turkey, confirmed the time and place of the 
meeting of the "Big Three*, Stalin, Churchill and Roosevelt. After receiving information about the 
planned conference, Hitler ordered SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Otto Skorzeny to kidnap or kill Roosevelt 
and the senior Allied leaders from Tehran. After Skorzeny had succeeded in freeing Mussolini from the 
Gran Sasso as late as September 12, 1943, the new jack-of-all-trades recommended himself to the SS for 
such daring secret missions.1"3 Formerly neutral Iran had in the meantime been occupied by England 
and the Soviet Union, and Germany's former great influence had sunk to zero. The security situation in 
Tehran had stabilized since the beginning of 1943 in such a way that both Soviet and Western Allied 
specialists had no reservations about a meeting of the "Big Three" in the Persian capital. However, the 
bold enterprise planned by the Germans under the 

name of "Operation Weitsprung" to eliminate the Allied leaders was betrayed to the Soviets within a 
very short time. In fact, the Soviets had succeeded in tapping the secret lines from the Fiihrer's 
headquarters in Vinnitsa to Berlin. In the process, the telephone conversation that Skorzeny, who was in 
Winniza on official business, had with Schellenberg had also been intercepted. This telephone 
conversation is also said to have been about the operation in Tehran. According to other accounts, one of 
the intelligence men assigned by Schellenberg to "Operation Long Jump" in November 1943, named 
Svetlov, was a Soviet double agent. Svetlov, who had intact connections with Iran, was told by 
Schellenberg, "We have engaged you in an operation; therefore, I will speak frankly with you. In the 
near future, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin plan to meet in Tehran. Our task is to thwart this meeting. 
Successful expansion of our operation may have a favorable effect on the course of the war. The Fihrer 
himself is interested in the operation." The main role in the operation was to be played by a paratroop 
group to be dropped off at a Kurdish tribe near the Turkish border. Upon his return from the Kurdish 
region, Swetlow notified Berlin with a detailed radio message and passed on the coordinates of the 
future landing site. Swetlow then met with Russian contacts in the Persian capital and gave them all the 
details. This included not only the flight route but also the date when the paratroopers would arrive by 
plane from Turkey. The information from Persia was delivered to Stalin via Pavel M. Fitin in Moscow. 
When Svetlov went on schedule with the Kurdish tribal leader to the vicinity of the area where the 
German agents were to land, there was no plane in the sky at the specified time. They waited another 
night and then returned to Tehran. Svetlow informed Berlin of the absence of the parachutists. A few 


days later he was called back to Berlin without comment. What had happened? The plane carrying the 
commando had taken off on time. However, a Soviet fighter squadron was closely monitoring the 
airspace where the German plane would enter Iran. When the plane was spotted, the Russian fighters 
shot it down. Examination of the wreckage then confirmed that the real one had been shot down. At the 
same time, the Allies also liquidated a group of German citizens in Iran who had arrived shortly before 
in the provincial town of Kum as a preliminary group of "Operation Weitsprung". Since it could not be 
ruled out that there were other commandos on the way of whom nothing was known, the Soviet 
leadership then informed Roosevelt and Churchill that an assassination might be planned during the 
conference. The Allies stepped up mutual security arrangements for the four-day conference in Tehran, 
where Roosevelt and Churchill accepted much of the Soviet demands for shaping the postwar world. 
But if one believes the alleged planner Skorzeny, the whole thing was in fact pure Soviet propaganda, 
for "long jump" had never existed in that form. In reality, Skorzeny had stressed the impracticability of 
such an operation to Schellenberg and Hitler in Vinnitsa, after he had been able to get only meager 
information about the situation in Tehran and the Allied troops stationed there from the Abwehr liaison 
officer of Admiral Canaris (sic!). Hitler would have agreed with Skorzeny's view. Undoubtedly, 
however, Moscow had also learned, in the SS command chief's opinion, through traitors from 
Switzerland that he had declared the planned operation in Tehran impossible during his visit to the 
OKW.1 The Russians would therefore have turned the whole thing into a no-risk ploy with the aim of 
separating the Western Allied leaders Churchill and Roosevelt from each other because of the alleged 
danger of a German attack plot and keeping them under close surveillance. Again, the "Red Three" had 
achieved a success! Treason must be worthwhile profitable business and racketeering or: Why the circle 
around General Oster and Admiral Canaris really went down. In the spring of 1942, the fatal 
assassination attempt on SD chief Reinhard Heydrich had once again saved Admiral Canaris from the 
SD's grasp. Heydrich had known exactly about Oster's role: The treasonous acts of the circle around 
Canaris and Oster with regard to the Eastern Front have been described elsewhere.1 Oster's fate came a 
year later from a completely different corner: The apparatus of the Abwehr of Admiral Canaris 
blossomed unimaginably during the war. The prohibition of active contact with the enemy quickly 
made it clear that there was no better pressure post (shirking post?) than in the Abwehr, and all the 
better because many were also able to make good private deals. From living well in occupied and neutral 
countries to racketeering with foreign currency and other illegal activities, there was plenty of money to 
be made. These were not only individual cases, but the substance of the Abwehr Office was affected by 
such activities.2'3 The head of the Central Department of the Abwehr Office, General Hans Oster, for 
example, had set up a secret account in Switzerland, the so-called "Putschfonds*. This clandestine illegal 
money deposit was stocked from the Abwehr's seized foreign currency reserves. A select group of people 
had access to this account. Among them was Hans Bernd Gisevius. The men involved in all kinds of 
illegal business, bogus engagements of VLeuten (against payment) and shifting of Jews and their assets, 
such as the Munich brewery owner Wilhelm Schmidthuber, together with the main participants and 
officials Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Hans von Dohnanyi, came into the sights of the German authorities in 
1943 through several coincidences and imprudences. After Hans von Dohnanyi's arrest in connection 
with these foreign exchange transactions, General Oster was also suspended from duty. Thus, the 
leading conspirators lost their access to the defense assets. Thus, General Oster's undoing was not his 
years of treasonous activities, but forbidden financial transactions. The main player in the illegal Abwehr 
hoard, however, was Eduard von der Heydt, a German banker who had moved to Switzerland on behalf 
of the Abwehr around 1937. After the war, the art lover allowed himself to be celebrated as a generous 
patron of the arts. In addition to the "Putsch Fund*, there were other Abwehr intelligence accounts in 
Switzerland - after all, intelligence work has to be worthwhile! One of the accounts was administered 


after 1945 by the former Abwehr man Karl Klein, who, according to the conviction of the Swiss 
intelligence service, is said to have looked after assets of 250 million Swiss francs of the German Abwehr 
at the end of the war. There will probably forever be silence about the handling of the other Abwehr 
accounts after 1945. To this day, there has never been a reappraisal of the connection between the 
official official activities of the Abwehr, the betrayal of the circle around General Oster, and the illegal 
dealings of this agency. Already during 

During the war, attempts had been made in vain to clean out the Augean stables. As early as April 4, 
1942, the Reich War Court had ordered the arrest of von Dohnanyi and his wife, as well as Bonhoeffer, 
and the securing of evidence. Again, the Abwehr was warned in time by Admiral Canaris. 
Reichskriminaldirektor SS-Gruppenfiihrer Arthur Nebe, who had long since been conspiring with 
Oster, sent the general a warning. Admiral Canaris, too, had gotten wind of the ongoing proceedings 
through his own channels and urged Oster in vain that nothing incriminating could be found in his 
office. It was not until April 5, 1943, that Colonel War Judge Dr. Manfred Roeder and a group of the 
secret state police struck at the Abwehr on the Téplitz bank. Roeder also had Dohnanyi open the 
armored cabinet, which contained, among other things, documents about a conspiratorial circle of 
officers in the OK W, the Confessional Church and the business community. The documents had been 
signed off with an O on March 17, 1943. The investigators believed that the "big O" was called Oster. 
In reality, it was the secret sign of Generaloberst Beck and signified his agreement. Roeder could now 
have busted the conspiratorial group. But General Canaris pulled out all the stops. On June 23, 1943, 
Roeder received an order from Keitel himself prohibiting him from further investigation of the Abwehr 
on the grounds of treason. To ensure that nothing could go wrong, Roeder was promoted to the position 
of general judge of an air fleet on August 25, 1943, and shortly thereafter was transferred to the Balkans. 
The trial of Oster and his accomplices was put on the back burner by the intervention of Chief Judge 
Sack, who was also a member of the conspirators’ circle. It was not until the events of July 20, 1944 that 
the case was to be expedited again. After July 20, the lawyer and Abwehr captain Theodor Striinck was 
sentenced to death, but Himmler postponed his execution for a long time because he was needed as a 
witness in the major Abwehr trial planned by the Third Reich authorities. Striinck had previously been 
one of Oster's couriers to Switzerland. As is well known, the planned Abwehr trial never took place - far 
too many people would have had something to lose. The extent to which Germany's war effort was 
damaged by the illegal dealings of its own intelligence service will probably never be accurately 
determined.1 It is striking that even after the elimination of his close associates and despite a thick file of 
Abwehr scandals involving General Schellenberg, the SS leadership was unwilling to take action against 
the admiral himself. It can be assumed that Canaris had an important dossier on Himmler that protected 
him. Thus it was Hitler who suspended the admiral from office on February 18, 1944, after the 
Vermehren 

scandal. SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Ernst Kaltenbrunner stated during an interrogation at the 12th Army's 
interrogation center on June 28, 1945, that the SS Security Service (SD) had not used a single agent in 
the Abwehr, since there had been an unwritten law that the SD never spied on Wehrmacht personnel. 
The Reich Security Main Office had also not been allowed to take independent action against the 
Abwehr leadership. Even after the failed assassination attempt on July 20, the arrest of Abwehr 
personnel was only allowed with Keitel's countersignature. Excerpts from the document on the 
interrogation of SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Ernst Kaltenbrunner reveal that the SD and RSHA were not 
allowed to act independently against the Abwehr leadership of Admiral Canaris. However, according to 
Kaltenbrunner, the "reactionary and depraved attitude" of leading Abwehr employees had become 
known to the RSHA long before. Thus Canaris, the suspected "agent of England* was largely 
eliminated from active treason. Hitler said of the Abwehr to Giesler in the fall of 1944, "It was not only 


incompetence, it was sabotage, it was treason... Here with the treachery of Canaris and Oster I do not 
know how many soldiers fell victim to this treachery. "1 While hardly any comparable cases have 
become known of the other intelligence services of World War II, the American intelligence service 
CIA seems to have taken an example from the activities of the Abwehr in the postwar period. One need 
only recall its notorious drug and arms smuggling deals in Southeast Asia, South America, Afghanistan, 
and Iran, as well as the "surefire* stock sale option deals of CIA employees before September 11, 2001. 
Was Gehlen's enemy reconnaissance "Foreign Armies East* the secret nail in the coffin of the 
Wehrmacht? "Unternehmen Rennstrecke* was by no means the first, nor the last, secret operation to 
raise questions about General Gehlen's role. The General Staff Department "Foreign Armies East* 
(>FHOX<), which operated under the direction of General Reinhard Gehlen from April 1942, formed 
the center of German military enemy reconnaissance on the Eastern Front until shortly before the end of 
the war. For German warfare on the Eastern Front, its good functioning would have been of utmost 
importance. In fact, it was one of the nails in the coffin for the Wehrmacht in the East, and this not out 
of incompetence but, it seems, out of full intention.2 The division worked undoubtedly professionally. 
Tactically-operationally, "FHO* was immensely successful in gathering information. On the strategic 
level, however, its work showed terrible deficiencies, as evidenced by Gehlen's failure before Stalingrad 
and Kursk, at the fall of "Heeresgruppe Mitte* in Romania, Baranow, or before the Eastern Pomerania 
operation. The concrete offensive plans of the Red Army were not passed on to the leadership, despite 
the availability of numerous precise data. Likewise, the capabilities of the Soviet armaments industry 
and the Soviets! military policy intentions were not properly appreciated. For decades, the postwar view 
was that "Foreign Armies East< had performed excellently and efficiently on the Eastern Front, 
especially in the closing stages of the war. This was uniformly proclaimed in the memoirs of leading 
enemy reconnaissance officers, surviving generals, as well as in the popular scientific literature of the 
early postwar period. Only after the beginning of the repatriation of part of the German files from the 
USA did this image of the Wehrmacht's enemy intelligence service, which was supposedly constantly 
improving as the war continued, begin to falter and gradually turn into its opposite. In 1974, for 
example, Hans-Heinrich Wilhelm was able to prove for the first time that the forecasts of General 
Gehlen's division before Stalingrad were anything but correct. Other failures of "Fremde Heere Ost< 
with dire consequences for German warfare are made clear in this work. During his lifetime, General 
Gehlen never tired of presenting the work results of his division until 1945 as successes, and he was 
already knitting his own legend during the war. The fact was that his future-oriented forecasts were 
often wrong and, moreover, always written in the subjunctive, as they were clearly ambiguous. With 
regard to the time of attack, the place and the beginning of an expected Soviet offensive, Gehlen never 
committed himself one hundred percent. He always indicated probabilities and assumptions, so that if he 
misinterpreted them, it was difficult to criticize his content afterwards. In the manner of a secret service 
agent, Gehlen also knew how to camouflage his sympathy and support for the conspirators like a 
chameleon. Gehlen's deputy Gerhard Wessel then succeeded, due to the illness of his boss when the 
assassination failed, in removing the documents of the detailed planning for the assassination from 
Gehlen's desk by means of a duplicate key and destroying them. By this quick-witted act, Wessel 
succeeded not only in saving his boss from the fate of Admiral Canaris, but also in bringing the entire 
Abteilung "Fremde Heere Ost< through the turmoil following the failed assassination attempt 
completely unscathed, while the Abteilung "Fremde Heere West" under Alexis von der Roenne was 
badly affected. As if this were not enough, the Wehrmacht's own enemy intelligence manipulated 
important messages, and there were repeated suspicions of direct betrayal to the enemy. One of the 
suspected leakers at "Fremde Heere Ost< was probably Lieutenant Colonel Rolf Braun. Since 1941, he 
had been in charge of the Walli 1 office. In his postwar memoirs, his boss Gehlen quite harmlessly 


praised the lieutenant colonel for the fact that Braun had "even in the end maintained connections 
directly to Moscow". It doesn't take much imagination to add up the rest when one considers that the 
mission of the Walli 1 frontline reconnaissance control center was to deploy agents familiar with the 
country behind Soviet lines and to spy out the enemy's rear. We need only remember "Zeppelin* and 
the many cases of treason. At the end of the war, Braun suffered greatly from the permanent stress of the 
conspiracy. Rumor had it that the SS was hot on his heels and wanted to put him under house arrest. 
While Braun's boss, General Gehlen, as a staunch anti-communist, had no sympathy for Stalin's system, 
the same was not true for the Western Allies. In 1943, the conspirator Major (i.G.) Graf von Rittberg 
had the idea of feeding the Western Allies material from the "Foreign Armies East" department about 
the Red Army. Through his old Abwehr connections, General Gehlen then had Hermann Baun, his spy 
chief on the Eastern Front, sound out the British and offer them his material and expertise. 

and expertise. In return, Hitler's chief of military enemy reconnaissance on the Eastern Front had 
demanded asylum for himself personally instead of capture. The British, however, are said to have 
rejected the offer, to Gehlen's great disappointment. They probably did not dare, out of consideration 
for their American and Russian allies, to take advantage of the unique opportunity to gain possession of 
the entire information of the Foreign Armies East Department* on the strength, equipment, armament 
capabilities, tactics, and leaders of the Russian Army. Through unclear channels, however, General 
Gehlen received a mysterious situation assessment from Churchill in February 1945. In it was pointed 
out a correct picture of the Soviet war potential, the Russian intentions as well as the coming 
irreconcilable differences between the "democracies* and Stalin's empire. General Gehlen claims to have 
informed General Guderian of the existence of this "explosive paper" and to have filed it with his 
consent. The paper, about which the supreme commander of the Wehrmacht, Adolf Hitler, was not 
informed, Gehlen claims to have destroyed at the end of the war. After being rejected by the British, 
General Gehlen focused on the U.S. as an upcoming partner. Allegedly, he had "no secure contacts" 
with the American intelligence services during the war. How far this is true must be put in question 
mark in the light of postwar events. The question remains as to what benefit the General Staff's Foreign 
Armies East Division* brought to German soldiers on the Eastern Front, or whether it caused significant 
damage to German warfare through deliberate misreporting. U.S. historian Gerhard Weinberg wrote 
about this in his 1995 book A World in Arms: "German military intelligence fell for every Soviet ruse, 
and Reinhard Gehlen, the head of the Foreign Armies East Division* in the Army General Staff, set 
records for forecasting outcomes that did not occur." His colleague David Thomas delivered a scathing 
verdict on Gehlen in an essay based on postwar testimony of former German enemy reconnaissance 
officers kept in Anglo-American archives. Thomas questioned the raison d'étre of "Fremde Heere Ost" 
(Foreign Armies East) by doubting whether the diligent collection of material on the Red Army had 
been of any use to the German military leadership. What the leadership of Fremde Heere Ost* was 
concerned with became clear in the memoirs of Gehlen's later successor at the Bundesnachrichtendienst, 
Gerhard Wessel. Wessel wrote that Gehlen and he acted according to the following motto: "But there 
was still war! And more urgent was the solution of the question of what was to be done for us to shorten 
the war." Thus it becomes clear: The worse "Fremde Heere Ost< worked, downplayed, omitted, bent 
to shape and again and again "fell for" the Soviet intentions, because one wanted to fall for it, the shorter 
the Eastern war would be. For this noble motive the own comrades were sent mercilessly into the sure 
death. It also fits in that Georg Buntrock, chief of Department F (Front Reconnaissance), ordered the 
destruction 

of the files of his Department F as late as April 20, 1945, after he had been informed by Gehlen that the 
RSHA (Reichssicherheitshauptamt) had subordinated his office Walli 1. What was there of importance 
to hide from his comrades? The fact that a lot of material was withheld was also confirmed by former 


Major Hans Hinrichs, who was assigned to Group II of the "Foreign Armies East" Division. He 
confessed in front of running cameras in 2002: "Of course we knew quite a lot, but this would never 
have found its expression in any published work. . ." Why not? After General Gehlen and his group 
went into American captivity on May 20, 1945, he succeeded within a short time in putting his material 
and the remnants of his agent network in the Soviet sphere of influence into the service of the 
Americans. As far as is known, this is the only case in which an intact unit of the former Wehrmacht 
was taken over by the victors into their own services shortly after the surrender. General Gehlen was 
fortunate that, despite all his years of miscalculations, he not only escaped arrest and condemnation by 
his employers in the Third Reich. In fact, the Soviets and the authorities of the later GDR had tried 
unsuccessfully to get hold of General Gehlen with the greatest zeal until well into the 1950s. As BND 
president, Gehlen later pulled out all the stops to thwart historical investigations into his activities on the 
Eastern Front. He had every reason to do so. Looking at the workings of German foreign espionage by 
the Abwehr and FHO, it becomes clear why Colonel General Alfred Jodl, who was innocently 
sentenced to death at Nuremberg, wanted to convey the following words to posterity in the face of 
execution: "...and with an intelligence service that worked in part for the enemy. "1 Chapter 5 
>Hindrances< Cleared Out of the Way: Were Mysterious Plane Crashes and Murders Part of a "Grand 
Plan<? No Army commander-in-chief was allowed to be appointed: Why Colonel General Hube had 
to die in April 1944. Colonel General Hans-Valentin Hube was one of the most popular and respected 
generals in the German Army. At the first attempt, the troops he led had broken through the >Stalin 
Line< in the early summer of 1941. Later he commanded the XIV Panzer Corps in Stalingrad. On 
December 28, 1942, Hitler's orders reached him to fly out of the cauldron to report and receive the 
Knight's Cross swords awarded on December 21. On January 8, 1943, however, Hube flew back into 
the cauldron, where the end of the 6th Army was already in sight. On Hitler's direct orders, he was 
flown out of Stalingrad again on January 18, 1943. Hube implored Hitler to allow the 6th Army to 
break out, but Hitler refused. He later commanded "Group Hube™ in Sicily in 1943 and was one of the 
last to return to the mainland via the Strait of Messina. For his defense of Sicily, Hube even received the 
appreciation of Winston Churchill! In February 1944, Hube liberated German troops trapped near 
Korsun. After his army had been encircled by the Red Army in the Kesselschlacht of Kamenez- 
Podolski, he was able to successfully break out using the tactic of the "wandering HuBE-Kessel*. On 
April 20, 1944, Hitler awarded Hube the Brilliants for the achievement of his leadership in Sicily, at the 
Battle of Salerno, and in leading the 1st Panzer Army in the wandering encirclement of Kamenez- 
Podolski. In gratitude, he was promoted to colonel general. Hitler had a very detailed lecture from Hube 
on the state of the front and talked at length with the new colonel general. Hitler even thought in those 
days of appointing Hube commander-in-chief of the army. Hitler had of necessity taken over the 
supreme command of the army from General Brauchitsch on December 19, 1941, in the middle of the 
winter battle for Moscow. In fact, there had been some initial enthusiasm on the part of the Army at the 
time, for since Hitler had been its commander-in-chief, the civilian Reichsbahn authorities had 
suddenly become more receptive to the needs of the Army. This then had a positive effect in the course 
of the Winter Schlacht.1-2 The fact was, however, that the further effects of the assumption of posts 
became increasingly negative for Hitler and the Reich. Hitler held too many posts. For example, he was 
simultaneously head of state, commander-in-chief of the Wehrmacht, and commander-in-chief of the 
army. In this latter capacity, he had to take an active part in directing operations. It was impossible to 
successfully manage all these tasks as one person, even if Hitler had delegated almost all his powers. 
Thus, he had to simultaneously deal with the details of front-line operations and review the design 
drawings of new weapons. Hitler, however, followed the course of operations on the Eastern Front in 
minute detail and believed that he could and should control everything from his headquarters. His two 


daily situation briefings covered the entire spectrum from political, economic, and strategic 
developments and intentions to tactical directives, individual weapons, and the condition of formations, 
sometimes down to the individual battalion. As a result, large parts of the government and military 
bureaucracy became essentially self-sufficient, while their leader had to concentrate on incidental 
matters. As early as February 6, 1943, Hitler and Field Marshal von Manstein discussed the problem at 
the Wolfsschanze. Von Manstein wanted to ask Hitler to appoint an army general as commander-in- 
chief of the army or at least of the Eastern Front. Possibly he was thinking of himself in this position. If 
Hitler did not see himself in a position to do so, he should at least think of ending the bifurcation of the 
General Staff of the Army and the Wehrmacht into the Command Staff by appointing a joint Chief of 
Staff. Hitler dealt in a calm and matter-of-fact manner with all the points raised by von Manstein. He 
knew of no general, however, in whom he had the confidence to invest him with the fullness of power 
demanded by von Manstein. Similar proposals were later made by Field Marshal Keitel and General 
Zeitzler. They received the same response. Now, in the spring of 1944, however, Hitler seemed to have 
reached the point where he had found in Valentin Hube a general in whom 

he had sufficient confidence in. Hitler had specially invited General Hube to the Oberberghof in 
Berchtesgaden to present him with the diamonds for the Knight's Cross and to promote him in rank. 
Hube's appointment as Commander-in-Chief of the Army was also envisaged for the same day. Hitler 
admired the "one-armed warhorse" Hube. On the eve of the meeting with Hube, Hitler had considered 
aloud in the presence of his aides appointing Hube commander-in-chief of the army, thus possibly 
deciding the general's fate. Some of the adjutants were quite talkative. However, Hitler once again 
postponed the planned appointment on April 20, 1944. The reasons for this are unknown to this day. 
Had someone "tricked* here in order not to jeopardize the plans of his own group prematurely? The 
following events speak for it. When Hube took leave of Hitler later in the evening of his birthday, 
Hitler's air force adjutant, Nicolaus von Below, had to draw the Fihrer's attention to the fact that Hube 
wanted to take off for Berlin in an aircraft of the courier squadron of the OKH (Army High Command) 
while it was still dark. Only Hitler could give permission for this. At Hube's request, however, he gave 
his consent and ordered von Below to see to it that the courier squadron had a good crew and especially 
thorough preparations for takeoff. This von Below did and was under the impression that everything 
had been done to ensure a safe launch. To this day, it does not appear to have been researched "who* or 
"what* caused Hube to want to fly back to Berlin that very night. Von Below was horrified when he 
received the call while it was still dark in the early morning hours of April 21, 1944, that Hube's plane 
had crashed shortly after takeoff from Ainring to Salzburg. The Colonel General was dead, Ambassador 
Hewel, who had flown with him, was injured. Von Below had to report the heavy loss to Hitler. 
According to von Below, Hitler behaved just as he had two years earlier when Minister Todt crashed, 
quietly and calmly, saying hardly anything. A few days later, Hube was buried in Berlin at the 
Invaliden-Friedhof at a state ceremony. Hitler attended in person, and the eulogy was delivered by 
Generaloberst Guderian. Generaloberst Hube's "crash accident* is one of the mysterious incidents of the 
Second World War. His crash shortly after takeoff from Ainring bears all the signs of an assassination 
attempt with an English pencil fuse time bomb. Such insidious weapons were in use by Abteilung II of 
the Abwehr. There is no evidence anywhere that Colonel General Hube had been in contact with the 
conspirators of July 20, 1944, or at least had promised his neutrality in the event of a planned coup. Such 
hints can be found with a multitude of German high officers up to Guderian, Model and von Manstein 
but not with Hube! From this it can only be concluded that the popular Hube was either not even 
informed of the plans to assassinate the Fiihrer or, like General Dietl, had openly rejected them. In any 
case, Hube was later severely criticized by subordinates (!) for having obeyed Hitler too compliantly! 
The head of the Army Personnel Office, General Rudolf Schmundt, had strongly advised Hitler to 


appoint Hube as Commander-in-Chief of the Army. Until July 20, 1944, the leading conspirator von 
Tresckow was one of Schmundt's closest friends. Even though Schmundt rejected von Tresckow's 
political goals, the friend may well have learned of the impending appointment of a new commander- 
in-chief of the army in a timely manner. In any case, a powerful new commander-in-chief of the army 
with command authority over 

the Eastern Front would have been very dangerous for the conspirators' plans of overthrow. Did the 
courageous and incorruptible Hube therefore have to be eliminated as quickly as possible? The alleged 
attempt on Colonel General Hube's life therefore fits in with events surrounding the alleged accidental 
death of Colonel General Dietl. Thus it happened that in the spring of 1944 no new commander-in- 
chief of the army was appointed. The way seemed to be free for the planned "orderly liquidation of the 
Eastern Front"! We will come back to this! It was not until April 30, 1945 that Hitler's will appointed 
Field Marshal Schérner as the new Commander-in-Chief of the Army. A few days later the war in 
Europe was over. Death sentence? Why General Dietl really crashed. On June 21, 1944, General Dietl, 
the hero of Narvik, arrived in Berchtesgaden to report. The subject was the uncertain political and 
military prospects that Finland would continue to participate in the war on the side of Germany. Dietl 
told Hitler that there must and will be an understanding with the Finns, both politically and militarily. 
Since the spring of 1944, Eduard Dietl had made the decision to give Hitler a personal lecture on the 
developments in Lapland. After a series of telephone conversations between his adjutant Colonel 
Herrmann and General Schmundt, Colonel General Dietl was invited to participate in a training course 
in Sonthofen on June 15, 1944, which was to be followed by a lecture to the Fiihrer on the 
Obersalzberg. Dietl's discussion with Hitler took place in private. It was about keeping Finland in line. 
Dietl, however, in contrast, took the stand that the mass (but not all!) of the combat-capable German 
divisions of the Lapland Army should be withdrawn not only from Finland but from the entire northern 
area, including Norway and Denmark, in order to deploy them on the main front, where the decision 
would be made. In the conversation with Dietl, Hitler emphasized that Germany would nevertheless 
win the final victory because it had the necessary weapons and would soon have the latest "heaviest 
weapons" (a camouflage term for atomic bombs more often used at the time). After the conversation 
with Hitler Dietl flew on with his personal Ju-52 from Ainring to Graz. Already during the test flight 
from Graz, men of Dietl's crew noticed that something was wrong with the brakes and that the brake air 
had not been replenished despite the order given the day before. In fact, on the night of June 23, 1944, 
Dietl's Junkers Ju-52 was not guarded by a member of the crew in Graz as had been the custom up to 
that time. All the men had been released and promised not to let the plane out of their sight. The 
question is what happened in the process. Later, the general's Ju-52 took off and crashed at 7:45 a.m. 
near Semmering, shortly after takeoff. Only the radio operator Huber and the on-board mechanic Meier 
survived, because at the moment of the crash they were behind the so-called predetermined breaking 
point of the Ju-52, ie. at that point which breaks off when the plane hits the ground. They were thus 
ejected from the aircraft on impact, while the other occupants perished trapped in the flames. Both 
stated during Colonel Konrad Knabe's investigation that there were no adverse weather conditions at 
the time, but that an explosive bang had occurred before the crash. After that, the plane had sunk and 
hit the ground. After the war, therefore, there was always speculation about what really happened to 
Dietl's ill-fated plane. The writer Jiirgen Thorwald and reports in the magazine Weltbild (No. 9, 1980) 
as well as a letter to the editor (No. 2, 1980) blamed the flight captain's inexperience in flying in the 
Alps. The Military Historical Research Office of the German Armed Forces (MGFA) also blithely 
spread the accident theory via a letter to the editor. That all statements had massive errors in content, 
who cared?1 In the examination of the thesis whether the crash of Dietl's Ju-52 was due to sabotage, the 
suspicion soon arose that the plane had been appropriately prepared with a bomb by "members of the 


20th of July<. In fact, the state ceremony for Dietl at Schloss KleBheim, which was also attended by 
Adolf Hitler, was also attended by the man who, a few weeks before Dietl's sudden death, had tried to 
win the Generaloberst over to the resistance against Hitler. This old friend revealed himself to Dietl's 
daughter as a member of a resistance movement whose self-imposed task was to eliminate Hitler under 
all circumstances. He therefore tried to win the Generaloberst over to this plan. The resistance was 
interested in drawing a powerful force on the soap of the resistance with the whole intact Lapland army 
under the command of Dietl. The hero of Narvik indignantly rejected this request. For him as a soldier 
it was completely incomprehensible that someone who had sworn an oath of allegiance could go against 
the supreme commander of the Wehrmacht in this respect. Moreover, he also rejected the assassination 
plans that were intended to bring about this result. This treacherous underground struggle was an 
outrage for a soldier like Diet]. Also the enticement offered to him with high positions in the army after 
a successful attack did not seduce him. For the sake of the old friendship, however, Dietl declared 
himself ready to appear before Hitler at any time at the head of the commander-in-chief of the 
Wehrmacht or the army, to openly point out to him his leadership errors, which his friend had pointed 
out, and to ask for their immediate correction. According to the statement of the time, however, those 
forces who wanted Hitler dead at all costs were not prepared to do so. Thus, the misinformation 
reported elsewhere about strengths, casualty figures, and withheld reinforcements for the struggling 
fronts would have come to light prematurely: a danger, 

which had to be avoided, because in case of discovery the conspirators could then possibly have been 
killed, and that at a time when they had already distributed among themselves the posts they claimed for 
themselves after Hitler's death, as the author informed Kurowski. Eduard Diet] was not a conformist. In 
his conversations with Hitler, he represented his convictions like no other, even if they were directed 
against those of the Fiihrer. However, any betrayal was alien to the troop leader, who acted as the head 
and heart of his 20th Mountain Army. Dietl was also unconvinced by the Resistance leader's assurance 
that nothing would happen to the army in the East. On the contrary, he was firmly convinced that if 
such an action succeeded, the German Eastern Army would have to stop where it stood, would be 
captured by the enemy and sent to Siberia or to the hundreds or thousands of labor camps of the 
Russians. Now that Generaloberst Diet] did not want to join in, the supporters of the resistance found 
themselves in a difficult position. They had another confidant who did not support them. This 
prominent and popular soldier now knew the goals of this group and did not share them! This was 
different from the behavior of Marshals von Manstein, Rommel and Model, who did not participate in 
the conspiracy themselves, but tolerated the activities of these people in their staffs. Eduard Dietl bore 
responsibility for his army. He stood up for his oath of allegiance, no one could dissuade him from it. 
This was his conviction, and for this he probably had to die. In fact, the former "friend" of Dietl, who 
wanted to win him over for the resistance, declared during the condolences of one of Dietl's daughters 
that her father could still be alive if he had not behaved so negatively at the time. But today we are still 
supposed to believe that it was an accident that cost the life of Germany's most popular soldier at the 
time, along with Rommel. Also General Field Marshal Rommel, who just like Dietl did not want to 
take part in the planned assassination, was to suffer a very similar fate on July 17, 1944. The fate of M. 
A. Sykov or: Whom should General Vlasov's Russian National Army (ROA) serve? Captain Wilfried 
Strik-Strikfeldt, Ic officer under Henning von Tresckow, tried to make a Russian liberation army of 
200000 men as well as a provisional Russian government-in-exile palatable to his superiors already in 
the fall of 1941. At the same time, he had dared to raise the first brigade of Russian volunteers, the so- 
called "Versuchsverband Mitte*".1-2 While the official Third Reich successfully took Russian Stalin 
opponents and Cossack peoples by the hundreds of thousands into German service as auxiliary 
volunteers (Hiwis) as well as independent Cossack units, the plan to create a Russian national army hung 


in the air for years. Strik-Strikfeldt, however, with the help of Roennes and von Stauffenbergs, managed 
to obtain posts for eight Russian generals, 60 staff officers, and several hundred subaltern officers within 
the budget of the Army High Command. In Gabendorf, 30 km south of Berlin, a kind of planning 
center for a future Russian national government and a national army was to be established. To the 
outside world, the project was disguised as a training camp for propaganda squads to visit the POW 
camps and for the "spiritual-propagandistic training of the volunteer units." The leading figure in 
Gabendorf was the Russian commissar Miletij Alexandrowic Sykow, who had entered German service 
on April 26, 1942. The figurehead was to be General Andrei Vlasov, Stalin's Hero of Moscow, who had 
been captured by the Germans when the Soviet counteroffensive failed. However, since Vlasov 
envisioned a Greater Russian Empire, the official Third Reich was very skeptical of the plans to create a 
Russian national army, but not von Tresckow and von Gersdorff, the leading conspirators in the "Army 
Group Center*. In the spring of 1944, however, the SS discovered 

the opportunity to raise national volunteer units from the East. The distant goal of a national 
organization of Russia according to the principle of a vélkische Gliederung also suited the plans. Since 
the Waffen SS had greater material possibilities than the army in the formation of its units, this was also 
of interest to the Russian planners. Finally, it was the commander of the SS-Kriegsberichter-Standarte 
"Kurt Eggers< who, in a conversation with Reichsftihrer SS Heinrich Himmler during a flight, made 
the idea of a national Russian Soviet army with SS support palatable. D'Alquen suggested Sykov to 
Himmler as a leading collaborator for this purpose. 24 hours later D'Alquen sat opposite Silenkov, 
Sykov and Strik-Strikfeldt in his apartment. There he submitted Himmler's proposal to the Russians. 
Strik-Strikfeldt was surprised that the Russian interlocutors accepted the SS offer. Silenkov and Sykov 
were to leave the morning after next with D'Alquen for the headquarters of the "Army Group Southern 
Ukraine<. There, in the area of the "propaganda-friendly Field Marshal Model, the new joint enterprise 
of inducing Soviet Russian troops to defect was to be launched. When Sykov was already preparing for 
his departure the next day in Dagendorf, disaster struck. He took his leave and drove to his private 
apartment together with his aide-de-camp. When he had just sat down to dinner, a messenger came 
from the neighboring house and called Sykov to the phone. Sykov and his aide left the house and were 
never seen again. Witnesses later told that the two Russians had been stopped by two civilians on their 
way to the neighboring building. A short, hurried conversation had taken place. Then Sykov and his 
adjutant got into a large car of the make >Adler<, which had a Wehrmacht number. The car then 
started moving on a forest road in the direction of Berlin. From that moment on Sykow and his 
companion remained missing. To this day it is claimed that Sykov was supposedly eliminated by the SD 
(Sicherheitsdienst). However, this version has never been confirmed. It would also have made little sense 
for the SS or the SD to have eliminated Sykov at the very moment when he was about to put his 
organization in the service of the SS. Thus it happened that on June 26, 1944, D'Alquen appeared at 
Field Marshal Model's house near Lviv with other Russian collaborators who were to replace Sykov. 
When D'Alquen tried to fly to Himmler on July 12 to bring General Vlassov into the picture for good, 
all the planes he intended to use for his flight to Himmler were reportedly >lost in action<. However, 
he managed to contact Himmler by telephone and arranged to meet him in Salzburg. However, the 
meeting was postponed by the assassination attempt of July 20. Meanwhile, Captain Strik-Strikfeld had 
visited Vlasov several times after Sykov's "disappearance* to discuss his sudden approach to the SS. 
Strik-Strikfeld feared that after the assassination the Gestapo or the SD would also interrogate or arrest 
the Russians in Dagendorf on suspicion of having been involved in the conspiracy. In fact, before the 
assassination, the Dagendorf officers had been in contact with many of the main conspirators through 
von Tresckow, von Stauffenberg, and General Wagner. However, disappointed by the helplessness of 
the conspirators to provide them with sufficient support, the Russians had long since joined the SS. The 


question is therefore who really killed the leading Russian representative, Sykov. When the Dagendorf 
group decided to cooperate with the SS, the conspirators' concept fell apart like a house of cards. They 
had planned to make peace in the West and maintain the front in the East, building a Vlas. sow army. 
The moment Sykov and his people reached an agreement with Himmler, that was the end of it. 
Nevertheless, to this day, even official bodies such as the 7 Mf Military History Research Office of the 
German Armed Forces claim that the SD allegedly got Sykov out of the way. Sykov's disappearance 
must rather be seen in connection with the assassinations of Diet] and Hube. Here, too, people were 
presumably eliminated who did not want to join the conspirators. The disappearance of the mysterious 
Sykov was to have unforeseen consequences. The distrust of the Russian National Army against >the 
Germans" remained latent. The subsequent operational performance of ROA troops still sent to the 
Eastern Front in the spring of 1945 did not satisfy the Germans1 quite in contrast to the use of other 
Russian aid volunteers and volunteers. While the ROA air force flew successful missions with Bf-109s, 
Ju-88s, and Me-262s, the ROA ground forces failed in their first use against a small Soviet bridgehead 
near Erlenhof. Yet the ROA troops! equipment was quite modern and included tanks such as the 
"Hetzer." Immediately withdrawn from action by the Germans, General Vlasov's army intervened in 
the fighting on May 7, 1945, on the side of the Prague insurgents against their German allies. This 
prevented the downfall of the Prague insurgents against the German forces. In the end, however, the 
ROA's Prague operation only resulted in hastening the demise of the ROA soldiers, who were handed 
over by the Czechs and Americans to their future "murderers and executioners" in Soviet Russia after 
the job was done. The ROA action 

but aided and abetted the mass murders of defenseless German prisoners and the German population by 
the Czechs in Prague. Russian authors today believe that the supporters of the Czech insurgency filled 
leading officers of the ROA with the deceptive hope that by supporting the Czechs they could win the 
sympathy of the Western Allies. Others want to see in this a late result of Sykov's alleged efforts to drive 
a wedge between the ROA and its admittedly not beloved but nevertheless only possible ally, the 
German army. The only question is what would really have happened if Sykov had still been alive at 
that time. Other ROA units such as the Luftwaffe with Me-262s, Ju-88s and Bf-109s continued to fly 
until the end on soaps of the Germans. Even as late as May 11, 1945, some ROA soldiers in Bohemia 
fought to the last cartridge against the Soviets and their Romanian henchmen in the final battle. They 
had not stooped to the betrayal of Prague. The mysterious crash of Walter Brugmann Prof. Walter 
Brugmann was a well-known German architect in the twenties and thirties. Because of his technical 
efficiency in the realization of large projects, Brugmann, who kept a low political profile, was 
considered the "Fiihrer's construction manager." Construction manager of the Reich Party Rally 
Grounds in Nuremberg since 1934, he was appointed general construction manager of Berlin in 1940.1- 
2 Then came the war in the East. From 1941 on, he was Albert Speer's advisor and collaborator and head 
of the "Organisation Todt Einsatzgruppe Russland Siid". In this context he was awarded the Knight's 
Cross in 1943/44. It can be assumed that he was also entrusted with the construction of the Fiihrer's 
headquarters "Wehrwolf" in Winniza. According to Albert Speer, his loyal colleague died on May 26, 
1944 in the Carpathians during takeoff in an "unexplained airplane accident".3 Did he stand in the way 
of certain people because of his knowledge about Winniza? Therefore, it is not to be checked also 
because of the time proximity whether there are similarities with the "accidents" of Dietl and Hube. 
Again, a bomb on board was considered the most probable cause. Ukrainian information about violent 
deaths of responsible construction workers at the Fiihrer headquarters "Wehrwolf" in Vinnitsa thus gain 
probability. Brugmann's construction group is also said to have been wiped out by a bomb on board their 
aircraft. For the official Third Reich, the star architect was considered a war casualty, and an OT special 
unit was given the honorary name "Walter Brugmann." It was then caught in the maelstrom of events 


in the betrayal of Romania. Another theory is that Brugmann's plane was blown up because he got too 
close to the German-Romanian conspirators' contacts with the Western Allies. These secret meetings 
also took place in the Carpathians. More conventional U.S. authors claim that "the SS" murdered 
Brugmann as a warning to his boss Speer. This, like so much else, sounds like a "robber's tale." It is 
therefore time to deal with the question of the "grand plan". Chapter 6 Stalin's aides and their technique 
"The betrayal of military secrets committed out of self-interest is not a political resistance, but an offense 
worthy of punishment everywhere." (Berlin Higher Administrative Court, OVG VIB7.62, October 
1903) A) Harmless or Deadly Danger: The Truth about Switzerland as a Spy Hub for Russia On the 
night of July 16-17, 1941, the German radio monitoring station Crantz in East Prussia intercepted a 
chant that, according to radio direction finding, came from Switzerland, specifically from the area 
around Lake Geneva. Crantz informed the radio monitoring station Breslau about it, and when the 
radio message was transmitted for the second time, it was clear that this was a Swiss spy transmitter. This 
was the first message of the >Dora< network around the agent Sandor Rado. The next day, this 
message went to the chief of the Abwehr, Admiral Canaris, to the Gestapo chief Heinrich Miiller, to the 
head of foreign espionage in the RSHA (Reichssicherheitshauptamt), Walter Schellenberg, as well as to 
the head of the deciphering department, Lieutenant General Fritz Thiele. Especially Thiele and Canaris 
must have been very interested in this! Because the Soviet espionage group maintained three radio bases 
in Switzerland, the Reich Security Main Office spoke of the "Red Three*, although there were 
sometimes as many as five or six transmitters passing messages from Radé to Moscow.1 With the at least 
temporary dismantling of the "Red Chapel* in 

Western Europe, the "Red Three* became increasingly important as a successor to the Soviets. After 
their bases in Switzerland had radioed several hours a day for years, SS General Schellenberg had the 
Soviet network smashed through Swiss connections. On October 15, 1943, the Geneva transmitters and 
on November 20 the station "Jim* were taken out. When Rudolf Réssler was also arrested afterwards, 
the activity of the "Red Three* was over for the Soviets. To this day, scholars argue about how 
important the "Red Three* were for the events on the Eastern Front and who sent them the news from 
the highest level of the Reich. Or was it all just news garbage? 


